The transverse mega-apophysis--An unusual neck lump.
Although detection of a calcified structure in the neck may indicate an underlying infective or neoplastic process, it may also, as in this case, represent a variation of normal skeletal anatomy. The danger of such skeletal anomalies is that they may be referred for investigations such as fine needle aspiration and, when this is unsuccessful, subsequent open biopsy examination. Ultrasound is recommended as a first line investigation.